THE ATTACKS ON THE CORUNNA ROAD
quantities of dynamite grenades. These are clumsy
affairs which need ignition, have only a very small local
effect, and are often far more dangerous to those using
them than to their prospective mark. By this time the
Reds were receiving thousands of tons of munitions from
France, Russia, and Mexico, and it was therefore evident
that if the Reds went on using dynamite bombs it was
because they liked them. Probably in the word"dynamite"
there is some mysterious virtue which charms a Revolu-
tionary's ear.
Boadilia is one of the strongest-built villages I have seen
in the Madrid neighbourhood. It has immense farm-
buildings, with eight-foot-thick walls like forts, a huge
church with similar walls, and a great ducal palace of solid
grey stone, which would resist a bombardment with eight-
inch howitzers. The palace was frankly hideous, both
inside and out, and had been used as hospital, barracks^
and powder magazine by the Reds. When I went over
it, Nationalist artillery officers were sorting the cases of
grenades, bombs, and explosives, deciding what could be
kept and what had to be destroyed. The better part of
the ground floor of the palace, where were situated the
immense vaulted kitchens, had been turned into the
powder magazine; nevertheless one of the kitchen fires
was crackEng, half with coal and half with wood, and an
immense dixie of stew was being cooked for the wounded
in the hospital beds upstairs* I saw the sparks fly as a
clumsy automatic bellows was used to make the fire draw,
I looked at the huge pile of black cases, not more than
twelve feet away, and wondered what would become of the
palace of the Dukes of Sueca were they all to explode.
The neglected gardens of the palace were laid out In
terraces with low walls and boxwood borders of formal